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mo taliatniew Anon
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,

."-* Mere, complex society necessarily hounds an Intricately balanced division Of
'

;0abor and an increasing emfdasis upon the specialization of work tasks. Along with
q.

thiS drive toward greater specialization and the resultant broader differentiation of

'Pedal and economic roles, the isPOrtance of higher education and other Institution-

alized forms of advanced andior focused training. is reinforced and in many respects.

beComes Even more difficult to satisfy. In short, as a nation develops. the need for
. .

Mehly skilled human resources exPands accordingly. and a work force stratified by
,
degrees of training is created. ranging from relatively unskilled occupations to pro-

fessions exacting ten or more years of training beycod the secondary school level.

furthermore. common sense suggests and countless researchers hove established that

increasingly in modern societies. an individual's educational attainments effect the

t's

patterning of his or her career 4nd, subsequently, that individual's abilities tA

build a satisfying and rewarding life style.

Historically, the attainment of higher education and the pursuit of professional

careers has been monopolirtd, in large measure, by men -- at least until recent decades

when many of the tradit'anal herriers began to lift. thereby broadening somewhat the

occupational opportunities available to women." Oescriptions of woman's position even

in the industrial countries of the West have continually centered on the "housewife-

author" role; and even among those proportionately fe4 women who emnaged to attain

college educations there is evidence that their professional career options were often

rather sharply curtailed by the kinds of ftwale professional role models with which

they could readily identify. Recent findings show fop exawcle, tnat a strong tendency

_continues for girls, especially those frcm ru.al areas. tO choose primary or secondary

ccschcel teaching as a career line over and above that of other hinds of Professional

V.
'41ternatives.
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*Meet; but elso are taligist he magma at lontflootatfolis of actliefoolot. rilkolii,
emi'Course, that learning is orieeted toward Ores and values that ard compatible mit10;

sk
the systea sod that, as a result of on Individual's adherence to them, pronise himihMril

'. comfortable and relativety secure ascent threugh the various hierarchical structures --i
V

N.-?' of the systee. Consistency with ancipated future role-activities is positively
IP

sanctioned. This is to be e4pected, far socialization to the norms and values that i

...f

4;114p
direct and/or reinforce achieving behavior occurs principally in the home, the local

peer group, and in the community school.

Out in serving as an agency of socialization, the school also functions as a

sorting-out mechanism instrumental In building a younester's "realistic" appraisal of

itleZ^v

self, setting the pattern of individual achievftent motivation vis-a-vis inherent

abilities, providing a settlag for the distrikution of opportunities (both facilities

and rewards), and thereby playing a key part la the allocation of personnel to fill thei

various occupational roles in society. This sorting-out process, which gains enormous:

significance and power in the light of the school's function as the principle =feta/

;

agency Mar forint education (Le., socialization In a sore focused, specified manner :1
m

than by tbe family), is legitimated within the framework of the American equalitarian

ideology by the school's adherence to the code of °universalism."

The explicit criteria built into the American school system and bY adi Youngsterisi

are hierarchically ordered for the receipt of institettonalized rewards t lice into

college), are fundamentally meritocratic. In principles students demonstrating the

highest level of perfonaance In high school, reflected in gradms and success on a sundry:"
;;;..

of standardized examination. are encouraged end awarded incentives to puesue further

training at the college level. As sugsested abave. bays upon graduation from college .t

are far more likely than girls of the same cohort to continue their formai education and t!

join the rank of professionals. ihus we might assume, all else mei, that the scholastip

performance of boys would be much superior to that of girls and thereby account far thelif

4
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r not boys. tend

(Ali_ at "the priory school level (uhen it really

ast )ear of high school (1100cock 1972: eto.

to be higher scholastic
,

natters), but also up throligiq,k

4_

A
'Certainly the antithetical nature of these findings must evoke sore skepticita

tfiie efficiency of our educational system over and above its sere obviouS [newel itienif.

:kkeary, a highly "efficient" educational system will train and distribute members of

Society so as to mmximize their interests and capabilities, thereby enabling the system

to Manction at its "opthmas level." in no advanced society, however, has the full maxi-

wilaatios of interestS and talents been achieved; i.e., the opportunities for specialized

training are not always open to the most "capable" ludividuals. and those Persons most

highly trained for a specialized occupation are not always the ooes who (lit that role in

society. Our present concern involves, specifically, the wastage of valuable hymn

resources 1) through the inferior academic perfomance of hiegs school boys, and

2) through the somewhat lower levels of advanced educational meltion of high school girls.

lhe purpose of this paper is to explore the extent to which these patterns have tem

to be institutionalized and reinforced outside of the school sekting. within the broader

social order. That is. my inquiry probes at how deeply the normative constraint% of

Society, which are Internalized by young people vis-a vis their general educational orients.

tiees, ere rooted In the over all Systeme( stratification and in the pattern of relation-

ships they encounter in their extracurricular lives. ;bre specifically I am Interested la

the influences of the family, its Sotioeconcadc status. and the level of support generated

toward the academic success of its 'embers. It is quite possible that factors external

to the school environment. such as the family, create structural "cross-winds" which

operate In opposition to the universalistic standards that serve as the organizational

principles of modern, state-supported school system.

Family influences, of course. are of paramount impertente in present day speculation

en the role a the school. AwIde spectrmo of research Iles demonstrated that various

structural attributes of the holly have a strong bearing on the educational aspirations

5



www.manaraa.com

. -

ilmmet inquiry.h4S )01 tole substaatial aecommligin of evidence $ uggesttng that
- .

ilhartekiffeM families of higher socioeconomic statOS ten) to have higher levels of

edUCationol aMbition. Other researchers have subsequently attempted to sift out the

specific dimensions of the normative coofiguration and dominant value patterns in the
,

0: home hhich account for variation in the educational plans of high school students. Host

notably these efforts have eaplored rather 'education-speCific" forms of familY influences.

Such as "parental encourageneat or 'stress' on their children's college plans.
Et

Using data obtained from two recent pralectsi one cross-national and one

an attempt is made in the following pages to assess in an empirical fashion, the link

betwoen influences of the family and the traditional petterns of school achievement and

college plans of high school aged boys and girls. from 4 comparative perspective. obser-

vations are made on sex differentials in educaticmal mobility within the context of a

"snonsored" education system. Illustrated b, the Horwegian case, and 3S contrasted with

the 'contest" system characteristic of the United States. Cements are then made, based

on our longitudinal studies, in reseonse to some of the questions raised in the comparative

nelySes end with respect to the patterns of change In the educational mebilitY of rural

high school students in the United States doming recent years.

kesearch Procedures

Ontonagon County1 located on take Superior in the relatively moots. far northwester4

earner of Michigan's upper peninsula, comprises the area from which our longitudinal data

mere drawn. It is the third largest county in Michigan. but also one of the most rural

and searselY populated in the state. Over the last few decades the ecommnic base in

Ontonagon County has shifted from agriculture to industry; today there are about 36010

persons employed In collier mining and, consistently, the Pulp industrY has prospered.

Farming, and farm related occupations on tma other hand1 have suffered rapid decline during

the period. Information nes obtained on the residential ',ability and career orientations

of Ortually all of the graduating high school seniors in the county for the years 1967/58.

6/
1168 and 1974.-
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;;1ta.#1,14,!..1.4$ expPI.,if 4041k WA an4,11!:100 fr gkttrittsns sen,tars .

'ICIIVOk4ifyieg foor selected areas,of gentucRy and lieSt Virginia and fres students in

teipillal classes of IS enedowskole (primary schOols) serving three selected areas of

'..110Jaray., (Research procedures are reported by Schwarzweller 19/6, Schwarzweller and tyson

..)pret. 1276.)

foe both projects. information was collected by self-administered "testi...murices

shortlY before graduation from high school or unedoinSkole. Oat is. Just before a key

decision-making point In the educational career track. Consequently, the expressed

"choices" or Stated aspirations reflect a more realistic appraisal of self-esteemand

educational orientation than at any earlier point in time. The foci of attention in both

rejects are stealer and. for present purposes. the data-collection Procedures can be

treated as comParable. (figure 1 shows diagramatically the sPstial and temPoral locations

and the ember of cases In each of the study populations.)

Plan fur further education beyond the intermediate level (secondary, comprehensive )

is viewed as a swim. step Jr variable In the process of achieving upward social liability.

Pierian high school seniors were asked about their plans Pa enter ...allege after graduation.

Norwegian students were asked how much educatioe they expected to get, those intending to

continue their education at the pianos level are by and large oriented toward the higher

ediecatierial track and. in many respects, are comparable to Amerian students who plan on

college.

Scholastic Perfonaance Is measured by cumulative grade average attained in itlOh same]

(4 years) or in unodoesskole (3 years). Although this measure Is not sufficiently sensi-

tive to discern differences In atademic perforvance between buys and girls at the earlier

and later years an school. the importance of such changes over the years is down-played

here in the interest of utilizing an indicant of scholastic rank attained over a wide

range of courses and as a broad measure of the assessments of the students academic suc-

cess made hy parents, peIrs and teachers, as well as their ova personal evaluations. h.

MEL,
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, tee fearican case. grace rankings ware swine from official School recOrdsi on tliketok,

hand. grede-averages were ottaiaable only in grOas categories of thirds mod quartilei....t.

for present PerposeS, grade ranks have simply been dichotomized at the midpoint.

Socioeconomdc states Is measured in the Norwegian and in the Kentucky-West Virginie
1

cases hy a compoSite scale based upon father's level of education and famllY's level Of

living. lhe socioeconomic background of youngsters in the three graduating classes in

Ontonagon Counte were classified eccerding to the Oman *Socioeconomic. Index ear ncepp;.

2/
Cons "- for present purposes, scales from both projects were dichntomited Into 'higher"

and 'lower' SES groups.

The nommative pareetal support youngsters experience in the home Is tapped by eel

mated sulti.item scales. The scale items empleyed in the comparctive Project shed to

capture the general feeling of parental responsiveness to the youngster's needs and pre-

bloom. and the extent to which parents actually encouraged their children to pursue a' ,

college career. subsequently this battery of items has been Welled as a 'perceived

parental interest" scale (Schwarzweller and tyson 1914). The items included In the

Ontonagon County questionnaire, however, focus on the general positivenegstive nature ft

the relationships between parents and children, and thereby tap a more diffuse forme!

parental support and encouragement. In short, the items are meant to reflect the level af

2/
'parent-child raPPort (Clap 1976). in both cases and for both Projects, it is presumed

thee the influences of the family described here are of a normative sort, Involving a par.

titular Set of esPectations to which youngsters tend to confore, and the transmittance Of

notions norms and value patterns which thee must learn in order to cope with and adapt to

the soeetimes ambiguous. sometimes oberbearing exigencies which surround Oen in their

everyday lives In that sense. the data generated by these scales are basically cosearable.

FINDINGS

Severally* Perspectives: Memorand the United States

Traditional patterns oi sex differences in educational mobility are clearly reflected

in the scholastic performance levels and edoca.lunal Plans of rural Norwegian unodomsskale

1
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esOUcially in the American context, -while going on to further acadesk

-OritiCaktall ippears to be a my general tendency mug boys. than bong girts, especially

iii Norway.

Although am main concern here is with the degree to which these patterns are testi.

tuticeallzed (via Che internalization of norwatIve expectations reiniorced by externally

teposed mon:melee constraints) within the socioeconomic strutture of modern Industrial

Societies, and how young people come to be sotialized to the norms and values that guide

their day-to-day soCial behavior, it must be recognized that the school system, by

reflecting societal nonas is also responsible for Waintain.wg these sex differences. for

*Maple. haze (1969) concludes that schools ars by and large "faminine institutions'

supporting traditional female roles; thus, girls succeed because they conform to these

roles lie touad that with movament toward a more traditional sex role Identity. boys

experienced less academic success, while the opposite was true for girls.

One possible wanitestation of the school's reinforcing effect on sex-rote norms is

the particularly wide discrepancy in the scholastic performance records of girls and boys

in American schools. The occupational structure in the United States has experienced

rapid growth of its white-coller sector, furthermore. the system of higher education in

this country has expanded in concomitant fashion. As a reSult, the rewards for achieving

good g-ades have become more visible and less scarce. Indeed. nearly anyone with even

sowe scholastic potential (and, In some cases, even with below average grades) is now in

position to move into the college track. Thus. It sEvos that the vnting-out function

of education hes been pushed upward into the college le *I and, as some recent Ph.D.'s

hove discovered, even beyond. In short. tte "competition" motive may not be what it once

was for boys and girls an American high schools. lhese changes fa the rigidity of the

schools' role in the selection process may be one factor accounting for the relatively

Weaker statistical association between grade rank and plans for further ftadeitic edutation

among American youth in campartson with that among Norwegian ungdoesskole students

(Schearzweller 1975).
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ilweacholyouagsteeS in context,Of the home, la the ,faerleen Case, girls tend tp

perform boys at both higher and lower socioeconomic statuO levels. Out at Om point id" '

waft tool a caller career the expected Sala bias emerges Modestly yet eaclusiveli

at the Pater SES level. lids lo probably an artifact of traditional sex-nonm. &WI
4 '4.

interaa101e educatiet-related values in wach the seam way. regardless of their class

status; they are taught to see education as an important step toward eilte status mei,* (

higher paying Job fa other words there is a relatively high degre O. consensus as

the Neentinj and valuee a college education . iilddle class and working class fanilie

on the other hend are perhaps somewhet less In agreement as to what it means tor a gtrl

to go to college or to arias. The girl frees adddle or upper class background is 1

encouraged to pursue higher edacation as a pert of her finishing' and in order to fled

ihe 'right' sort of husband. in the ct7t this has not been a ekednant value possessed

by girls from working class fireflies.

Stallarly. sex differences In the plans for further educatioe among Norwegian shelled

Is evidenced only tor ;ewer SES boys and girls. The educational plans of upper class 01

are on a Per with that of upper class boys. In part because of the social meaning 04 1404

education for middle class girls discussed above, but also because there appears to bee.:

great deal f family pressure on these girls tO perform well In school. Their early bee:

cational success may exert a positive effect on the development of high mobility aspira-

tions Indeed, la an earlier report derived fres these date, Schwarrweller and tysen

(1974). in their scarch for a link between grades and plans ler further education, fouad

Mud the strangest relattonshIP of all occurred among Norwegian girls from higher class.

Table 3 presents findings that suggest the more direct suppixot and encouragemeet .

expreistd by parents on the educational success of their children. In generai, boys per-.

calve screwier parental interest than girls vis-a-vis their educationat plans and eerier...1

same Mds is quite understandable since It is crucial that young aen In Industrialised,.

1 0
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way In sietenefelng the Sethi end *Magic Position fie, and MS Con Jogai tawny. =coke
_ .

'VO0 ope Ito. hon. lhe decision to pursue fOrther Morsel education by young weals en

;the Other hand, is Of a ionsideralay less vital natures she has always been offered so

r altereativeoPtIon to secure her livelihood and to establish a status position in the
-

cometaitY, namely through marriage and the homemaker role.

la recogeition of the different career options open to their sOns and dauuhters. it

1 ioatitandantly clear*, parents have tended to emphasize the educationol success of their

4; SONS,, and. in this regard. especially their sons' decisions to wive up the educational

1 ladder, for in the low) run this is the more important and. pragmatically. the eore exp..

'Dent gaol comPared with the achievement of learning per se (as reflected in scholastic

ti recordl. Viewed in this context It Mottoes that the educational plans of boys and 9Irls

arenest divergent Mang these whe perceive strong interest and encouragement on the part

pi their Parents. The educaticoal ambition of boys who lack this parental support is

Severely eroded. in some instances to the level of girls.

The diScOssion to this point provides lamith Some understanding as to how ond why

the normative (class) Influence, and the more direct educations] support experienced In

tPe rosily affects the school achievement aed mobility asptrattoos of rural boys and girls

IX Norway and Norio. Ne are also aware that the more developee socIzties of the West,

s the United Stases for *sample. have undergone atter social. economic and technological

transfonmetbans over the Years. Some of which hive resulted In a redIfinillon of vole of

Tu011en in society: of particular hmportance has beeo an awakening In the attitudes and

;tieuPetVotiOns regarding women's rights sod the possibilities for career devtiopment. Thies.

it Is of interest here to explore the degree to which tee normative [menet if the holly.

440 shown ia the above analyses is framed within the broader socioeconomic structure of

)society. amd how recent transformations, especially those ol the turbulent 1960's, love

leodffied the role of the family In shaping the educational ambition of rural youth.

1 .1
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es deicrigod earlier, Ontommest Cown4 la a relative)), digressed and rather Olt%

tasty to Michigan's rural upper peninsula. Slue the first Obese af the study la

1957183, the County's eternally has continued to shift away fits Agriculture towerd

indestry, motebly, copper mining and pelts related industries. Although one would be

hod pot to Argue that Ontonagon County Adequately represents all, Or even Mat, rural

Areas in the United States, it does exhibit many of the basic economic and community

problems commocsly associated with rural life in America.

The traditional patters of sex differeaces le :dual performance is reflected

clearly in grade standings of bays and girls from, Ontonsgoo County at all throe points

in time. to 1967168 as well as bm 1158, two-thirds of this girls eirt only 00o.th1ro ef

the boys were ranted in the epper-heit of their graduals* classes en the basis al con*

eletive scholastic perfurwence (laic 43. Since 1268. Newton*. solid change appears to

here token piece. im 1974, 4t percent of the bays coepered with 68 percent al the girle

were classified th the upper belf of tacit graduating c:asses. Levertheless. although

the gap hes narrowed in recent years, the sex-differential pattern continues to persisti

girls get better grades then do boys.

Turning now to the college plans of these Young PooPles ft is evident Shit sass

tether interesting changes also have come about here over the )'Sdel. III 1967160 the Social

pressures to get a college education and tw NUM prOfessi001 Career M$141 somewhat

strainer for boys than for glrls. ey 1963, however, the traditione pattern showed sleet

of change old the ProPortiOn of girls planning on college ores Aluost on pal with boy..

Oaring this decade. from 1957 to 1968. the Protimsf a attending a solloge of nolvtmlify

gas greatly inflated for both seees, (syanseon of the higher edntation System (throughout

America and particularly in Michigan) elope with growing family incomes, permitted mere

youngsters than ever before to tontinue their schoollog. The most recent cohort. greduateS

in i94, ItoS dew trated tomPlete reversal in the it.ci. vi edreetional ambition Cha-

racteristic of the male mod female set-re:vs of the past. While the relatively high 00-

portioo (SOS) of g'.:s planning on tollege in 1969 was sustained through 1974. the College

12
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Jonas of tin lays macs names sy to less loan a third during this peril:oder title.

'tho-ugh: it Weld be difficult to document the precise causes of this rather dramatic

teversel in career orientations of these rurol youngsters, one may sonhise that it Is

seCurely linked into the predominately male oriented occupational structure of Ontonagon

triunty, the severe nationwide economic recession of 1974. the termination of military

draft deferments for college students, and society's new and changing norentive expecta-

tions as to the appropriate aspirations and career goals of American wnmen.

How are these patterns affected by changing normatIre perspectives and experiences

In the hove? In 1957/58 girls achieved higher 1..ades in school than boys, ragardiess of

their social class backgrounds (Table S). Boys on the other hand wore sere likely than

girls to plan on college. even when taking the social class effect into account. tly

1968 the influence .he class context in generating male-Cemale differences in students'

grades ttgan to emerge. Then by 1974 a sheilar pattern was amnifested in their educational

plans. In short, girls cane to out-perform boys scholastically and to develop relativelY

hiyher educational aspirations than boys, especially within the letr socioeconomic strata.

The occupational structure in Owtonagon Countr is geared toward traditional patterns

of emplopient_ The vast majority of johs are open to the male hall of the population only,

and pang these, most involve manual labor. mininy. -mods work nd other pulp related

industries are just a few examples. Traditional eapectations lur women have been to yet

married nd to bring w. a family, while husbands worked In the mine, in the ugh, or on

the farm. Among the 1957/58 tonurt. these patterns %ore (kart, manolested in yuung,ters'

plans for further education, as a greater propurtrou of boys tion orls planned tu go on

to college.

tbr 1968 the traditional career patternc fur dlrfs And (*Jo, after gradrodiun had been

shattered. Lower SFS students were owl, at 1.4ely to A.elt 4 vdt401144 4s higher

WS students, and the numbers of girls with college Intentruns 1044 surnased that uf boys.

Economic prosperity throughout the 1960's er uled even thp Inner sotral it4th, ,exitzt

their educational aspirations, and the general acceptance ul the "echieveme.1 <blunted

female" has encouraged increasing nombers ot girls tu yu t. uIiep

careers.

13
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pace with the Wild develoiments in the structuring of career opportunities ier-YaliOe4ft,

vast educational Offereetials between men and WWI ban, evident in 1974. * hypetii;

is that tee substantiel increise of females headed for college, relative to that Of sa
< ,

lois largely because of the ((Imitatively few jobs available for girls in this sera coiatii:

therefore, rural girls tend to view college as a "way out.* By entering college a yoveg,

girl is able te broeden her occupational horizons, accreire valuable skills end "escape

the structural barriers and nonnative constraints that ffect the life styles of Immo

within the social situaticn of this rural county.

Social class background 1. 1974, too. wes an imPortent determinant of the educational!.

plans of girls and, especially, of boys. It is my conJecture that the economic recessitiley

which seemed well on the upswing in the spring of 1974, was felt sore severely by lower .;

US families than by higher SES families in Ontonagon County. light family resources

appear to have been of greeter consequence for the lower class toys than for the lower

cla-s girls, where only 18% of the former nd a cooperatively nverwhetoing 42% of the

latter saw higher education es a reasonable option for thy :wture. Vet lower S(S beys

differ from lower c'ass girls in that boys who are discouraged from staying in school be.

cause of the scarcity of funds in the family may eas3ly slip inio the existing occuPatiOnal

structure, picking up a Job in the copper mine, in the Pulp industry, or in one of severel

other gunnel positions Girls, on the other hand, do not have the sway employment options

to fall back on, in order to find work they must leave the county. one established linsti-

tutionalited) way out Is via a college education.

Table 6 reports the effect of parental rapport on the sex differentials in scholastic

rank and in college plans over time. Among tho boys little change seees to have occurred

in ohe pertentwqes ranking high IR their school classes even while taking parental rapport

into account In all cases, roughly 4 thi...1 of the boys deronstraced high scholastic

arhievement By 1974 some eange had come about, as the propoition of boys In the upper

scholastic ranks Jse to over 40% Coeversely, the grade performence of the girls dropped

14
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64414 4W40.S131.0900 strung ronanrt,mite.their';'

'With-regard in the college plans these youngsfer. cantrolling far the level
.--

104Itntil rapport leaves the original sex differences gasically undistnibed.

Aeral Onitonaeon StudentS One Tear After Graduation -

In Order to assess the residential, marital and educational statuses of ontooagon

"OMVZ4 Sch001 students Oft year after graduation. a follow-up survey waS mole In the late

sprtmg of 1978 of all 201 members of the 1974 graduating class. My primary interest here

is the questien of who actually went ba college of those who had expressed high college

aspirations at the time of graduation from high school.

The follow-up date show that while 78t of the boys who had expressed college plans

did in fact go to college, only 62t of the girls realized their educatlonal plans during

the following year (Table 7). Among those who had not planned on further education, only

negligible proportion had rearranged their career goals in such* way as to go on to

college.

That girls tend to have higher aspirations than they are able to .splement, suggests

Several things about the nature of the college decision-making process for women. the pos-

.sibility that a class bias exists in the meaning and impo tante of a college educjtinn, or

perhaps In a differential awareness of the availability oi family resources for college

was taken into account. The social class factor is of a little empirical import. however.

,in explaining the "over-aspiration" of these girls.

Probing further into the stincture of relationships within the home, It seems that the

parental rapport factor plays an *coolant part In isolating those girls who were the least

successful in fulfill1:1 heir educational aspirations. Of (he girls who lack the general

&sport structureivithin the family, less than a half were .ble to aitoalize their earlier

plans for college. Thus, it is sufficiently clear tkat a young girl's family sdlieu is an

ieportant eiement in the (emulation of college plans, and in providing her with the appro-

prute weans fecommalc and psychological) by width to carry these plans out.

I 5
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Upe.thetssuccess 4 earlier stages oC the eduontlonal Malty procesC.(reflectiOU,'

grades attained In school). Nevertheless, One's personal essessment of his or her Owq

academic copabilltles Is not always enttrely obvious, In maey Instances of course it CSjf:

.- among the ecademtc. elite (college.prep track) on the one hand, and wrong those pod.. 1
suing a more vocationally oriented program (vocational track) on the other. A reiativel

1

;

. .

broad range exists across the diddle of these extremes. comprised of more or less 'mar..

SS
ginal" students chose achieved statuses are not so clearly defined. ..

'4

it is my conjecture that glrls, more often than boys, find themselves occupying

thls middle-range position, the vocational track ts not generally an option open te

girls and the norms which define the appropriate role of the female student do not c.leaitio

pave the roly to college- indeed, as Coleman (1961) potnts out, there are social pressurvi
i

on high school girls to do well In school, but not 'too well so as to be labelled a _.

'brain'. These opposing fortes have a sandwiching effect on their school perfonaance,

thus reinforcing their emrginai status. To bring this discussion ter full circle, 1 Iwpi./:.

thesise that among students planning to attend college, those who make the least accurati.

assessments of their own position in terms of necessory acodemic qualifications for eliti

status are girls. In general, and students with relatively low grades, In particular. -,;.'

The third control variable In Table 7 is grade performance and the resultant percents,

differences are as expected. the greater concurrence between educational plans and

attainment Is among hoys and especially those achieving high grades in school.

SUMMARY ARO CONClUOING COMMENTS

lhe preceeding analyses provide some additional insight as to the form by which tra

Jitional, and now rapidly changing se* differences in scholastic achievement and educathir

ambition are woven Into the home ilyes of rural youths from selected regions in Norway anf

the OnIted State>. Among youngsters in the Norwegian es well as in the Kentucky/West

Virginia study population> buth suiontonuok status and general parental interest exert i

16
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intlettasematt IllsOiratriatsthe loomi SU level( inci awn tbosewde geVetive the'direngte,t'

Igiippert from theirgorents. These findings suggest that norms and values relating to

!Mitten and achievement are in a large measure integral to the femilial context and that

.the general value patterns by which end toward which youngsters are socialized in the home

are quite different for boys and girls, especially when family class background and level

"cif parental support are taken into account.

In considering these differences, of course. it is necessary to take into account the

"nature of the occupational structure in these rural regions and the omnipresent norms about

;ferriage and conjugal role segregztion of 'bread winner' and 'housewife'. Ail ef these

situational and nonnative circumstances csnbine to define the viable alternatives for boys

.14.ndrlirls regarding the pursuit of a prefessional career.

I Thus the paradox follows. Pressures to go to college. to get ahead. and to become

someone of legortance have been traditionally directed toward boys rattier than girls.

leung men. of course, have always been oblised to make a living Tor themselves end, after

marriage. for their wtves and children. femeles, on the other hand, have traditionally been

oriented toward the marriage-housewife option. COnversely, the mele-oriented OCCupational

structure cheracteristic of the rural sectot. especialiy ID rather remote rural areas such

as Onteriagon County. discourages young women :rola seeking and/or finding local em,loyment.

even if it is only until such time as they enter into marriage. Consequently, girls. if

Witiltious. most look elsewhre for employment. migrating to a nearby town or city (Singh

1976) or going on to cnilege.

Such is the case in Ontonagon County. The tradition6i sex differences and patterns

ni Influence that we Observed in 1957/60 had been radically altered by 1960, a time of

general unheaval in many major Institutional sphetes in American society. through the

1960's and continuing yet. the "career-womon" role has galwed whier acceptance. leash.

labor Torre ParticiPation rates have also exhibited rapid growth. and the average age at

marriage WW1 American women Ms wa4ergone a steady rise fat more than a decade. (Slake

1974) All of these sOcletal trends exacerbate the young girl's predicament in the rural

1 7
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sumo. carer, lines andesteMoml Job poiitions are closed to thcm. Thus. eltheughigirTS'

Vortiftbonegon Coonty's graduating clesSes egress rather strong Modern) career

,

'aspirations; the kcal setting offers them Very little in terms of maY. and means to

achieve those aspirations within the local context.

Out many of these girls do go on to college In response to or in preparation for

society's new expectation'sx in fact, they are arre likely to do to thin hoYt.eod the

dIffereace appears to be wideaing. On the national level, too, there is god reason to

111
believe that girls are surpassing bas in college ambition. Perhaps A new trend is

In the malting. Perhaps girls will *agnate future educated/professional elites. Surely

ve can expect that the proportion 0 women mans into the professional ranks will rod

at a disproportimate rate for same years 0 come.

Yet provision for the faadIrs welfare has traditionally been, and continues to boo

a resimosibiiitY of the husband. If the normative constraints reinforcing this tradition,

do not loosen, then the emvement of the new aod highly educated cohorts of women into coM-

petition for scarce advanced positions may 'eopardixe the acquisition of these Jobs for

hoshandsimale breadwinners) and consequently the well-being of the families they are

exPected to support.

Moreover, one oust consider flamer Problems associated with the well established

marital pattern in which men and memett tend to aerry those with levels of education mere

or less similar to their oust. In a society where higher occupational statuses are filled

exclusively by men, the benefits deri.red from these positions are disbursed over as many

families as there are such Positions. On the other Sand, in a society where the higher

echelons of the occupational structure are comprised equally of nee and.kmwen who inevi-

tably trod to Jerry one another. the distributioe of professiooal-eanagerial workers will

Reconcentrated in a relatively small percentage of the families. Class/caste boundariet

may bOCOme sharper.

I a
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,stfpliviSlterrOf edvcatlimil.moblifty cannot be pursued further her:, I so hopeful
. . ..

titit'ibt fei coatings khich have been omde will Rafts* to sound a word of caution as to
: .

the binds of problems we oust be prepared to deal with in the future if this pattern

-persists4 MI Anthem:we, in closing, let us be especially sensitive not to overlook

int our quest for individual rights and freedoms, the long standing isportance and

'function of the family unit in our society.

1 9
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1. United States census figures stay that the percentage of mile and female students,
enrolled in degree.credit programs In Agevitee colleges and universities has been
coover91119 over the past few decades.

I Male and Female of all Students Enrolled in American College' and Univer-
sities in the Tears 1950 1960, 1970 and 1973.

1950 1960 1970 1973

Male 66 64 59 56

female 34 36 41 44

Total 100% 1001 100% 100%

Source: Statistical Abstract of the United States 19/4. U.S. Department
of Commerce, Ilureau of the Census. Table No. 219, p. 133.

2. Schaaizweller and Lyson (1976) show that girls, especially those from lower class
backgrounds, fros rural areas in Norway, Germany and the U.S. are far mere likely
to go into teaching then Into any other profession.

3. See for example: Coleman 1:61, p. 252; Pierce 1961; Ponzo 1969, Peck 1971;
Doocock 1972, Chapter S.

4. Some examples at various points in (iae and over a range of populations are. Kahl

1953, Rosen 1956; Bordua 1960, Simpson 1968, Williams 1972, rerckhoff 1974, and
Shapira and Tuchbase 1975.

S. Various measures or education-specific parental influence are. parental stress
(Perdue 1960), parental encourugesent (Uhl 1953, 11C0111 and Colman 1965. Rehberg
and ilestby 1967, Sewell et al. 1968, 1969, Jacobsen 1971), parental aspirations
(Pearlin 1967. Ouncan et al. 1968, Kande and Lesser 1969, 1912). and parental
expectations (NMIliams 1972).

6. In ordzr to expand the number of cases in the first cohort, the graduating seniors
of the 1957 and the 1993 classes were combined. Only those seniors 'n 1958 whe hod
been stalled as juniors the year before were included. In other surds, all students
enterica Ontonagon county school district during the year were nt included in the
study.

7. A parallel analysis was ccmducted employing a measare of fathers education level,
the results of this analysis show little variation from the results of the analysis
presented in thi. raper using socioecononic status (measured by tie Duncan scale) as
an indicant of a youngster's social class background. Armee boys as well as girls,
SES and father's educxtion level prove bz be very highly correlated.

2
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Vest tirgheli'the Influence of StS On yonnister's eaucatioral Plans and grades in
Wheal di(fers very little from the effect of father's esnual.00nmanue occupational
Status.'

g. The spccific items are as follows: a) It is herd for we to (eel Pleasant at km.
b) Ity parents try to understand py problems and worries. c) As fat as my ideas eve
cOncerned my parents and I live in two different ',olds. d) There is real love And
affection for me at home. 0 Ay parents criticize ove too emh. f) NV friesds have
happier homes than 1 do. g) Too often eg parents compare me nnfororahly with other
children. h) es I hrte known it. family life Is haPPy. I) 11$' Parents expect toe
such of me.

The 00ssfbility that these item.reflect two or more dimensions was taken into cm-
sideration. A systematic analysis of the nine item intercorrelation mattht as well
as a factor analysis (Singh 1975, p. 37). and a standard item analysis. suggests
that tht set of items. for the most part are derived frame similar universe am
content and represent a unidimenslonal attribute space. Thus one item ("As far as
my ideas are concervtd my parents and I live in two different worlds") has heen
selected out and amid in the present analyses, which at face validity seems most
congruent with the uppert mechanism suggested here by the notion of 'patent-child
rapport."

10. One assumption of this paper is that sex differences la academic performance ate
normatively tether thin genetically prescribed. This L an argument that oust be
circitsvented here, let it sutfice to say. however, that no conclusive evidence exist
One %Ay or ;...other as to the innate intellectual sw.erierity of girls or boys.

II. in essence I ass suggesting that the "deeipant value" theorY is more 414rr0Priatc io

the O0fs case, while higher and lower class girls are socialized to subculturally
distinct value structures. tor a more complete discussion of the subcutture and
dcolnant value theu.1es in the structuring of ambition. see Van ley1 (1974. Chaeter

12. A recent current poisalation survey repotted that the propo.tiun of female high schoo
seniors in the U.S. planning on college has now reached a levet wiPftSillg that of
boys.

C9.11e99

197? 1973 1974

8oys 46.1 43.5 40.9

Girls 46.3 42.3 46.2

Source. COI!eji_Cens. Of Hitt 5001.5eftiors,.(ktobyr 1914. U.S. Bureau of

Census. Current Population Reports Series P-20. No 284 (Septenber

1975): Table A.
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%ranking in uppmrhmlf 11 planning further
of school class educatfon

1ga 2IEIL 12921 Girls

United States 30
(1)21)

6!

(1136)

42
(116))*

30
(1152)*(P)

limey 51 56 35 29

-----(110) (671) (596) (695)* (700*

The M reported here represent the total number of cases in the scudy populations.
Differences between these figires and those recorted elsewhere reflect the number
of eases for which specified infonsation is missing.

TAKE Percent ranking in upper half of school class, and percent planning
further edUcation, by socioeconomic status: nordegian and Americo, rural
study populations zeepared.

% ranking in upper half % planning further
of school class education

ittl. Girls pm Girls

United St...et
Low AS- 31 52 27 23

(11') (ses) (sin) (604) (610)

Migh SES 49 71 60 50
(N.) (521) (517) (6311) (5:5)

(!orway

Low SES 44 47 22 14

(11') (35') (398) (352) (396)

nigh SES 61 72 SI s2
(N') (294) (266) (30)) (269)
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raging ie upPer bait
0 SOW class

I planning further
education

-9.11,tt RaL Girl*

Malted States
Low 1,1 13 57 33 34

(N0) (556) (486) (607) (498)

Nigh PPI 46 65 51 43
(N) (567) (650) (673) (654)

Norma
04 Pill 49 53 29 26

(X') (410) (370) (420) (396)

High PP1 SS 60 44 32
(10) (232) (299) (236) (301)

TULE 4. Percent ranking in upper half of school class, and percent planning
further education: three cohorts of rural Michigan (Ontonagon (ounty) high
school seniors compared.

% ranking in upper half % planning further
of school class education

EUIL Girls Pols Girls

1957/58, 34 66 31 29
(Na) (124) (130) (124) (130)

1950 32 64 48 62
PP) (90) (103) (9a) (103)

1974 42 SO 32 SO

(X") (100) (101) 1100) (10))

23



www.manaraa.com

)957/58

_% faith* IN ulcer MU
of school class

S pliootos further
*Scotto.%

Ks Girls Bon Girls

Lev 3E5 32 63 32 24

1091) 3E5 38 71 48 42

tow SE5 27 70 46 50

019h SES 38 57 SO SS

1974
tow SE5 35 60 18 42

019h sES 49 57 45 6J

TAM 6. Percent ranking in upper half o/ school Class and percent planning
further education, by parental rapport: three cohorts of rural Nichigan
(Ontonagon County) hit% school seniors compared.

1957/58

---CarRapport

% ranking in ulcer hal/
of school class

% planning further
education

32

Girls 15121

35

Girls

56 28

High NAPport 35 se 38 30

1968Tat Rapport 31 61 SS 49

High Rapport 33 67 44 SS

1974

1.09 RapPort 43 46 25 44

High Rapport 41 69 38 SS

_M1. ---
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vssieloiongA;yec904.

I actually havirg attended college
during period aseyear after graduation

Total Percent

$11411110d/aSpimed to

attend college
did nige plan/aspire to

attend college

1m
78

(32)

78

arls p_3n

3

(68)

5

Girls

62
(so)

64

4

(50)

3

(p)
ly Socioeconomic
Steles
1717311---

(P) (9) (22) (40) (30)

nigh US 78 61 o 5

(8e) (23) (20) (20) (20)

By Parental

I1221171aWert
82 45 0 8

(8.) (*1) (20) (35) (25)

nigh Rapport 76 73 6 e

(N.) (21) (30) (35) (25)

By 111gb School

Perfonmence Record
Loot lialf 40 33 0 3
(11.) (10) (12) (48) (29)

Upper Half 96 71 10 5

(P) (22) (38) (20) (21)
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1

Ontonelon 1917/50

wlr'NllIIIYIPI/AMllb
Contonalon INN

R. 193

Onto:4ton 1974
N. 201

from cooporotivo project

I Nc'ewly
Ns 11,

1 XmNracny 19481
Nest Virginio 1970

N. 313

ftrge 1. A doscription of tho fLoo .41.4 popuiatLinot lonatZon. time of rtolor
Vertftsi socusnco). t.$ nua941 C rums in **oh.
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