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Results indicated: that among the Korwegian and the Kentucky/West
Virginia study populationrs, boih socioeconomic status and deneral
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disparate at the lower socioecononic levels and among those
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%‘“ ol ‘!bdern. complex soclety necessarily demands an Intricately bylanced division of
k&‘\l‘ .t

> ',wlmr and an Increasing emphasts upon the speclalization of work tasks. Along with
Ha

S =t.bis drive toward greater specialization amd the resultant breader differeatiation of

becms aven wore difficult to satisfy. In short, 35 2 pnatlon develaPs. the need for

fr - h!ghly skilled huwan resources exPands sccordtogly. snd 3 work force siratified by
F t <f‘

éegms of training 1S created. ranging from relatively unskilled occupations to pro-

. : X fessions exacting ten or sore years of training beyond the Secondary school level.
2 Furtherswre, coseon sense suggests and countless researchers have established that
- incraaslagly fn wodern socleties, an individual’s educatlenal atialnments affect the
‘ patterning of his or her caresr 2nd, subsequently, that indlviduat’s abliitles t~
trild 2 satisfying and rewarding 1ife style,

Historicallys the attalment of higher education and the pursuit of Professlonsi
careers has been sonopotizid, {n large measure, by wen -- at least uptil recent decades
when Bany of the tradit‘enat barriers began to 1ift. thereby broadenlug somewhat the
occupat fonal OPportuntties avallabie tp uumn." Bescripttons of woman's position even
in the jndystrial countries of the yest have continually centered on the "housewlfe-
‘mther“ raoles and even amoRg those proporticnately few women who mapaged to attaln
college educations there is evidence that thelr Professiomal career oPtions were often

rather Sharply curtatled by the kinds of female Professional role models with which
tt!'.y could resdily tdentify. Receat findings show, foy example, that 3 Strong tendency

| 4 g caraes



tht systu and that, as & result of on Individnal’s adherence to them, prowise himfher ;

’ o confumbla and relatively secure ascent through the various hlerarchical structures ig
§ of the system, Consistency with ancipated future role-activities s positively }E
sanctioned. This 5 to be ecpecteds ©ir soctalization to the norms and values that .}
direct sndfor reinforce achieving bahavior occurs principally In the bome, the local i:

peer group, and Tn the Community school. i

But n serving as an agency of socialization, the school alse functions as a
sorting-out mechantsa instrumental in tutiding a youngster's “resHistic® appraisal of
<elf, setting the pattern of individual achievement eotivation vis-a-vis inherent
abilities, providing a setting for the distritution of opportunities {both facilities
and rmrds). and therehy Playing & key part to the allocation of personnel to FIt the

“ b -
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vartous occupationat roles In seclety. This sorting-cut process, which gains enorsnus

stavificance and power In the Fight of the school®s Function as ihe principle societal)

agency for format education {i.e., sociattzation in & more Focused, spectdiied manner

—_—
Feun F e ATy

than by the family), {5 tegitimated within the fremework of the Aserican equalitarian

tdeology by Lhe school's adherence to the code of “uwniversalism.”

‘o Rrbbatiy sy ORa T

The explic't criteria tudlt into the American school system and by ui; ymagst.ers
are hierarchically ardered for the receipt of Institrtions)ized resards {entrance into
college}, are fundamentally meritocratic. in principle, students desmonstrating the
highest tevei of perforwance tn high schoot, reftected in grades apd success on a sundry .-
of standardized examinations. are encouraged and awarded incentives to puvcsue Further

W

AT

training at the collede level. As suggested above, bays, upon graduztion from college

s

are far sore Vikely than girls of the same cohort to continue their forat education and %

£
Join the rank of professionals. Thys we might acsume, ail clse equais that the scholastip
performance of boys would be much supertor to that of girls and thereby account for thely
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im sm ‘et gms. ‘ot tm. tand to be higher schotastic achfs

,:'?'-
i

at the pﬂury school Tevel (vhem §t really matzers). but also up throigh

. l:emtnl! the antitheticel nature of these Findings must evoke Some skepticism M,«
tﬁe effictency of our educational system over angd ohove It5 more obvious Ineqmlltles.‘:la

?;l.eory. a highly "efficient” educationa) system wil) train and dlstribete members of

society s0 a5 top maximize thetr interests and capabilities, therchy enabling the system
to funttion at §ts “optimus tevel.” In no advanced society, however, has the full eaxi-

L wization of interests and galents been achieved; t.e., the opportunities for specialized

tratning are not always open to the most “capable” Individuals. snd those Persons most
highly trzined for & speclalized occupation arc not aluays the ones who Fill that role In
society. Our present concern 1nvolves. specifically, the wastage of walupble human

resoorces 1} through the Inferior acedemic perfomance of higlt school boys, and

, 2) through the scmewhat lower levels of advanced educational ambition of high school girls.

s

Jhe purpote of this paper 5 to explore the extent to which these patterms have come
to be institutionalized and reinforced outside of the suhool seiting. within the brosder
social order. Thet is, my Inquify probes at how deeply the normetive canstraints of
soctety, which are Internzlized by youn9 peopie wis-a vis their guneral edycational nricnta.
tions. are rooted In the over ail System of stratification and In the patlern of relation-
ships they epcounter in thetr extracurricular 1lves. More specifically § am jnterested In
tha influences of the family, #t5 sociosconomic status. and the level of support generated
toward the academic success of its members, It s quite possible that factors external

to the school enviromsent, such 25 the family, create structural “cross-winds® which

., operate in opposition o the wniversaMstie standards that serve 3s the nrganizztional

principles of modern. stste-supported school systems,

Fanily Influences. of course, dre of porasount importance in present day speculation

: OR tho role of the school, A wide spectvm of resebroh has desoustrated that varioos

- structural attributes of the family have 2 Strong bearing on the educational asplrations

5
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m Hine of 1ngey hAS led toa snb:tutm mugla_tfm of evldam sumtl,ng' thlt
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yms;ter: fm fullies or hlgher socloeconomfc status tend to have higher Tevels of .
dttatlml lﬂiitlm. . Other researchars have subsequently sttempted to sift out the :

smlfic dimensions of the poreative configuration and dominant value patterns in phe

P

- hm which account for variation In the educationat plans of high schodl students. Host

‘_mubly these #fforts have explored rather “educition-specific” forms of ralwslnﬂuencq.‘
such &s "parental encouragesent® or “stress® on thelr children's college plans.

Using data cbtalned from two recent proects. obe cross-natfonal and one longltudined,
an attempt 15 mads in the following pages to ¥ssess, in an expirical fashion, the Yink
batwnen, Influences of the family aln;l the traditional ptterns of school achievenent and
college plans of high school aged boys and 9irls. From & comparative perspective, ghser-
vations are myde on sen differentials in educationa) mobi) ity within the context of a
"sponsored” education system fllustrated b the Worweglan case, 3nd 35 contrastad with
the "contest™ S¥stem characteristic of the United States. Comwents are then made, based
on our tongitudinal stedies, in resPonse to some of the Guestions ratsed in the comparative
staiyses and with respect to the patterns of change in the edycational mobiiity of rural ]
ngh schoo) students in the United States during recent years.

kasearch Procedures

Ontonagon County, Jocated on Lake Superior in the relatively remote, far porthwestern
corper of Hichigan's upper peninsulas comprises the area from which gur londitudinal data
were draws. 18 15 the third Jargest county ¥n Michigan. but also one of the most rural J
and sparsely populated In the State. Over the last few decades the economic base in
Gntonagon County has shifted from agriculture to lndusiry; today therc are about 3500
persons cwployed In copper mining amd, consistentlys the Pulp Industry has prosPered.
Foraing, and Farw related occupations on the other hand, have suffered rapid declins during
the perfod. information was ohtafned on the residential nobility and career orfentations
of «irtually all of the graduating high school senlors in the county for the years 1957/58.
1968 and lQ‘M.y
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. 1@1’«:&1«5 qpllﬁctad in tasa.h 1959 . in wq m- g,mlqat!ng scs\lurs ;a the z; Mgh %
: "*sc!mls smduq four selected areas of Kentucky and Mest Virginis and from students In -
._ .\,th tendnal classes of 15 ungdomsskole {primary schools) serving three selected areas of
»'@W {Research procedures are reported by Schwarzweller 1976, Schwariweller and tyson

E to7a, 1976.)

" for both projects. iInformation was cablected by self-administered questloamalres

shartly pafore graduation from high school or ungdomsskoles that 1s. Just before 3 key

3 decisfon-making paint tn the educatonal career track. Consequently, the exPressed

'. “cholces” or $iated aspirations reflact 3 wore realistic dppraisal of self-esteem and
educational oricntation than at &ny earller point In time. ¥he foul of attentlon I both
: ._ projects are similar and, for Present purPoses, the deta-collection Procedures can be
" treated a5 comparable, {Figure 1 shows diagrasatically the spatlal and tesPorzl locations
&nd the number of cases In each of the study pepulations.}

Plan_fur further education beyond the intersediste level [secondary, comprehensive H

s viewed as a major step or yariable In the process of schleving upward seclal mobillty.
Joaerican high school seniors were asked about thels plams to enter wullege after graduation.
Morweglan students were asked how much education they expected to get. those Intending to
continue their edycation at the gyenas level are by and large oriented toward Lhe higher
educations] track and, tn wany respects. are (O"arable to Amerivan students who plan on
college,
Scholastic berformance 1s weasured by cuswlative grade avevage attained In high suhool :,
{4 years) or in ungdoeeskole {3 years). Althoush this measure IS poi sufficlently sensi- ‘
tive to discern differences In academic Performante botween buys and 9iris at the earlier
and later years *n schools the iwportance of such changes over the years 1s down-played
here in the interest of uttlizing an Indicant of Scholostic rank attained over 2 wide
ringe of courses and as 3 broad measure of the assessments of the stodents’ academlc Sux-

coss mada by parents, pewrs and teachers, a5 well as thelr own personal evstuations. o

)
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,hmd gndo ‘averages ware obtefmable only fn grous utegorhs of thirds and quartfle
" For prestot purposes, grade ranks hsve simply been dichotomized at tha midpoiat.

3.

_the MRevICaA case, grace vERKINGS were cerived frod officlal SChoOT YECOrds: om the. qthgr

%

e

Socigeconcaic status 15 measured In the Norweglen and IR the Kentuckr-West Vlrglnl
cases by a compotfte scale tased upon father's level of education and famtly's leved of
Hving. The socloeconomic backgrousd of youngsters In the three Sradusiing classes m

ol e T _,‘_“

Ontonaggn County were classified accarding to the Duncan "Socloecenomic inden for Ocqm. .

tions For present Erpo:es. scales from both projects were dichotomized Into "Mghgr"'
and *Jower" SES groups. ;
The posmative parental suppori youngsters experfence in the howe fs tapped by sm-;
mated wilti-1tem scales, The scale frems eoployed In the comparutive Project aimed to
capture the general feeling of parental responsiveness to the youngster's needs and pro-
blews. and the extent to which parents actually encouraged thelr children to Pursue &
college corecrs subsequently this battery of ftoms hag been 12° elled as & "perceived

parental fnterest® scale {Scimarzweller and Lyson 1974). T ftems {ncluded I the -

Ontonagon County questionpaire, however, focus on the general poesitive/ntgel rve pature pf

the relationshiPs between parents and children. and thereby tap & more diffuss form of

parental support 2nd encouragement. in short. the items are meant to reflect tho Tevel of
*parent-chiid rappore® {Clay 1976}.9 In both cases and for bath Projects. jt is presumed
that the Influences of the famity described here are of & normative sort, involving a par.
ticular set of expettations to which youngsters tend to conform. and the transmitience of
various norms and vatue patterns yhich thes wust Yearn In order to cope with and adapt to
the sometimes Smbiguous. sometimes oberbearing exigencies which surround them In their

everyday Vives  In that sense. the dala generated by phose scales are basically cowparabiae.

FIHDINGS

Cowparative Perspectives: Mormay and the Uniled Sta

Tradittonal patterns of sen differences in pducations? mobilily are clearly reflected

in the scholastic performance levels and eowcd.dvne) Plans of rural Horwegisn ungdomsskols

8
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B “Lcooricicalty esioctinny fo the American contert.  while oing on to further acadest
-. —e@mttou appears 20 be a nove generel tendency among boys than smong girts. ésmlally
B in enay.

T“","_ Although sy sain concern here iz with the degree to which these patterns are tnsti.

B tutionailzed (viz the internalization of normative expectations reiniorced by eaternally
_ taposed noraative constraints) within the soclocconomic strucivre of modern Industrisl

b: societies. and how young Peoplo come to be sotialized to the numms end values that gquide
Datr day-tosday sociat behavior, It sust be recountzed that the school system, by
veflecting societal noms 1s also responsible for wainteiniag these sex differences. For
exaple, Ponza {1969} concludes that schiads are by and large “faminine institutions®
wpporting traditions] female roles; thus, girls succeed because they conforw Lo these
rolaz  tie found that with movement toward 2 wore traditional sex role ideniity. boys
sxperlenced less 2cademic success. while the opposite was true for girls.

One possible manifestation of the school's reinforcing effect on sex-rote norms Is
the particularty wide discrepancy In the cholastic performante records of gitls and boys
In American sehools. The occupattonal structvre In the Unlted States has esperienced
repid growth of itz white-collsr sector . furthermors, the system of higher educstion in
this country has expanded In comomitant fashion. As a results Lhe rewards for achieving
gond g-ades have become mote visible and less scarce.  Indeed. ntarly Snyone with even
some stholastic potentfal {and, In some cases. even with helow average grades} is now In
- & position to move into the college track. Thus, It seems that the sorting-out function
_ af education has been pushed upward Into the colleqe e ei and. 85 some rexent Ph.D.'s
* have discovered. even beyond. In short. the “competicion® motive may not be what It once
| was for boys and girls in Amer fcan high schoots. 1hese changes 1o the righdity of the
schools' role 1N the selection process mdy be one fdctor Sccounting for the relatively
weaker statistical assoclation between grade sank 8id plons for furlher Scademic education
smong Americen youth In comtpar tson with that ssong Norweglan ungdmsshole students
{5chiarzwetler 1975).

PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC
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fiuencing youngsters in context. of the houe. In the American case, girls tend t outa ;
perform Doys at both higher 87 lower sccioeconomic status levels, Bt at the point qf_ i
wovidg towerd 8 college caress the exPected male bias emerges wodestly yet exclusively
st the Jover SES level. This ts Probably an artifact of traditioml sex-noras. 6oys,
intermalfze education-related values In wich the same wiy, regardless of their class ‘;,:
status; they are tamght Lo sev education as an isportant stzp toward eiite status snd:‘a
higher pa¥ing Job 1 other words there 33 & relatively high degre 0. consemsus a3 '.g (
the meanitg and value of 8 college education. Hiddie class end wmorking class untlte; :
on the otier hand dre perhaps somewhat 3ess in a¥recwent as to what 1t means for a !Ill;i .
to 90 Lo college or to gyanss. The girl from & middle or upper class background {s , .
encouraged to pursue higher sdu ation &5 a part of her [findshing” and in onder w fl,d
the right® sort of husband. 1n the gﬁt this has not been & dominant value possesstf
ty 9irls from working class families, i i
Simttarly, sex differences in the plans for further educaticn 2wong Norweglan stldlllt
13 evidenced only for Jower SES Deys and girls. The educational plans of upper class gir
are on & par with tat of vpper class boys, In port becanse of the social meaning of iioﬁ‘
education for middle cJass girls discussed dbove, but 2130 because ther: appears to e l':
great deal of family pressure on these girls to perform well in schogl. Thelr early -
caf lonal success may exert a positive effect on the development of high moblifty aspire- ;
tions  Indeed, ir an earller report derived from these data, Schwarzweller and tyson
(1974), in their scarch for 2 1Ink betwoen Srades and plans for further coucation, found
fhat the strongest relationship of a1 ocurred omong Horwegian 9irls from higher fass |

faatdies.

T

Table 3 presents findiags that suggest the more direct suppoit and entouragement
eipreised by parents on the educa? lonal success of thelr children, 1In general, boys pere

ceive stronier parental interest then Qirls vis-a-vis thetr educationas plens and perfore,

mance  This I3 quiie understandable sine 1t 15 crucial Lhat young men In industrialized.

]
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wy la ﬁt&mlnlng the soclat and ecotmlc position h. and kis conjugal famtiy. sccoples

for :m tioe hence.  The decision to pursue further formal aducat ion by young womes on
_the other hand, §5 Of & considerably ess yita) natures she has always been offered an
alternative oPtion to secure her Hyelihood 2nd to estabHsh @ status position in (e
gsoxmunity, ramely. through mirrisge and the homtmaker role.

aof

B

In recognition of the diiferent carecr options open tq their sons and dawghters, §t
1 abundantly clear why parents have tended to emphisize the educational succesz of thelr
: sous, and, {n this regard, especlally thelr sons® decisions to mave up the educationai

: e

_ ) Tadder, for in the long run fhis is the more Isportant amd. pragmaticsily. the wore sxpe.
s dlent ot compared with the achievement of learning per se (a5 reflected In schalastic
g 5} vacord}. Yiewed n this context §t follows that the educational Plans of boys and 9irls
g are aost divergent wong those who percelye strong interest and encouragement on the part
: ;i of thefr Pivents. The educational ssdition of boys who Jack this pareatal supfort is
; 3! severely erodeds in 3ome instances to the level of giris.
j : The discussion to this POInt provides ys with some understanding as to how snd why

5 {-" the normative {class) influence, and the more direct sducations] support experienced In
_ %‘ the fomily affects the school achievement and mobility aspirations of rural boys zed girls
. ” in Horway and America. ¥e are also aware that the more developed spciotles of the West.
: \ the Unfted States for exsmple. have undergone sador soclal. economic and technological
;{ transformetions over the years, some of which byve resylted In 4 redifiniiton ol role of
| ; Im In soclety: or particular Importance has been am cwakenin9 In the attitudes and
: .fexpecutlon: vegardIng yomen s rights and the possibilities (or cireer developmect. Thws.

i {18 is of interest here to explore the degree ta which the normative Pact of the fastly,
45 Shown In the sbove analyses. 1s framtd within the broader sociosconomic Structure of
’ 3socle:y. ard how recent transformations. esPecially those of tie turbulent 1950's, Mve
I woditied the role of the family fn shaping the educalional awbition of rural youth.

g
A
|
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' 3? tonglitwding) Perspectives:  Tiw Datomatnn County fage
T As doicrided excTier, Oatonagon Doumiy Ta & reSetively dipresotd and rather remcts

county in Michigan's reral upper penimsula. Since the first piase of the study In
1957758, the county’s econoRy has continued to shift away flom agriculture toward
{ndustTy, notably, copper mining and pulp related industries. Although one would be
hatd put to argue that Oatomagon County adequately rapresents all, or gyen mosb, rurdt
areas {a the Unfted States, it does axhibit many of the basic sconcmle and commnity
problest cowmonly associated with rural tife in Aserica.

The trzditional pattern of sex differences in schiol perforwance 15 reflected
clearty in grade standings of boys and girls from Ontonapon County at all three points
in time. In 1957758 a3 well as in 14953, two.Uhisds of the girls tut only one-third of
the toys were ranted in the wppar-halt of their Waduating classes tn the basis of cum-
ulativa scholastic perfurmance {Table 4}, Since 1968, nowaves, 30m3 change appears to
have taken place. 1n 1974, 47 percest of the boys compared with €8 percent of ohe girls
were classified in the upper half of toels graduatiag classes. Levertheless, although
the gap hus rarrowed In rocent years, the ses-gifferential pattern contimes to persist,
girts get better gredes than do boys.

Turning now to the college plans of these young Ptople. 1t I3 evident that soee
rather interesting changes also have cose about here over bthe years. 1R 1957768 the socist
pressures to 9ot a coliege education 4nd Lu pursus & Professional career were Somowiut
steonger for boys than for girds. By 1963, however. the traditions? pattern showed 3lgas
of thange snd the proporLion of girls planning o6 college was almost om & pas with boys,
Buring this decade. from 1957 o 1968, the prospect of attending a <olleg® or university
was greatly Inflated For doth seces. [agansion of the higher educalion Spstem (threughout
Mmerlca and particolarly 16 Hithigan) along yith drowing famlly incomes, permitied more
youngsters than ever before bp «ontinue their schooling. The mote recent cobort. Sraduaies

fn t97a, bas demor trated a (omplete reversal I the It.eis of edvedtions! embitica tha-~
racter 13tic of the male and fopale sEa-r< ey of the past, While the relatively high pro-
portion {50%) of 2*.:s rlanning on «ollege 1N 1968 was susbeined through 1974, the college

" ERIC
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PR OF R buys waics TEGICANtY X0 1635 TR 3 NG GUSIng this pRriod of time,  Al- .
" “though' 12 would de JIfficult to document the precise causes bf this rather dremellc \
reversal In career orlentabions of these rurel youngsters, one may sormise that it is
sﬁuly Vinked into the predominately male orlented oviupational structure of Ontonagon
County, the severe natiomddde economic recession of 1974, the terminotlon of military
draft deferments for college students, and soclety’ s New and changena normative expecta-
tions as to the appropriate aspirations and career quals of Amerlcan womol.

How are these patterns affected by changing normative perspectlives and exper lences
in the home? in 1952/58 girls achieved hlgher <.ades In school than boys, regandless of
thelr socla) class backgrounds {Table 5). Boys on the oiher hand were more ikely than
girts to-plan on college, even when taking the soclel class effect foto account. fiy
1968 the Influence she class context In generaling male-icmale differences in s tudents’
grades began 1o coerge.  Thed by 1974 a similar patiern was sanifested In their edurattonal
plans.  In short, girls came to out-perform boys scholastically and to develop relatively
higher educational asplratlons than boys, especially within the Fe-ser socion onoare Strata,

The octupational sirecture In Outonagon Counlr iS5 yeared loward traditlonal patlerns
of employment_  The vast majority of jobs are opeh lo the male hali of the population only,
tnd among these, most Invelve mamsal l1abor, miRiny. ~wds work and other pulp related
Industries are just a fow enalbles. Treditional eapectalions iur women have been o get
married and to bring . a famlly, while husbends worked IV the mine. IN the  ods, or On

the farm, Asong the 1957/58 conurt, these patlerns were learty mantlested 0 yrung.ters’

plans for further education, a3 a grester prupurtivy of boys tiah gyrbs plasand tu go cf
to college.

by 1968 the teaditional carecr patterns fur dlrlc and buys aiter gradwalion had been

shattered. Lower SES Students were nesrly a3 lokely to seek 8 «ulenys dutslaan 45 higher

SES students, and the numbers of glr)s with college intentiwns hed surhssed thel of beys,

Economlc prosperity throughout the (960°s er cled even e biwer soLiad teweis Lo repalize

r thelr educztlona) asplrations, and the general X ceifanue uf the "asuhievement of 1 nled

gl femsle” has encouraged Inureasing Mumbers uf yirls to gu tu wuilege amd jputsue professivml ::j'
careers,

i
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pace with the rabid develogments in the structuring of caresr opportunities for women iﬁg

vast educational differentisls betucen men and somed became evident in 1974. My wpot‘éﬂx
15 that the substantial Increase of females hesdod for college, relative to that of Il%&*(—ff
sas lavgelY becsuse of the comparatively few Sobs available for 9irls in this rural cﬂa‘i{g

" an
therefore, ryral givis tend to view college as & “"way cut.® Gy entering college a yowy

*
vt
.

1

girt 1s able te broaden her occupational hovizons. scquire valuable skills amd "escape®
the structural barrlers and rormative constraints that affect the 1ife styles of womsr
within the social situaticn of this rurad County.

Sectal class background t. 1974, too. was an i®Portant detesminant of the educatian)?:
plans of girls and, especially: of Soys. 1t 45 wy conJecture that the economic recesstan:‘f:
which secmed well on the upswing In the spring of 1974, was felt more severely by lower - K
SIS families than by higher $ES famlYies in Ontonagon County. Tight family resources I
appear to have been of greater consauence for the lower Class Lays than for the lower
clavs girls. where onty 18% of the forwer and & comparatively nverwhelming 42% of the
latter saw higher education 25 8 reusonable option for the Juture. Yet lower SES boys
differ from Yower c’ass girks in that boys who sre discouraged from staylng fn school Lo~
cause of the scarcity of funds In the Family may casily s11p inlo the existing occupational
structure, pickind up & Job in the copper mine. in the Pulp industry, or in one of severs)
other wmanuai positions  Girls. on the other hand, do nat have the same employwent options
to fali back on, in orcer to find work ther wust leave the county. one established linsti-
tutionaliced} way out IS via & college edycation.

Fable & reports the effeut of parental rapport on the Sex differentials In scholastic
rank and in cofiege Plans over tlme. Among the boys tittle change secms to have OCCurred
in *he percentoes ranking high in their school classes epven whiie taking parental répport

Into account  In a1l cases, roughly & thi,g of the boys demonstraced high scholastic

arhievesent By 1974 some ¢’ ange hod come about, as the probdstion of boys in the upper
seholasiic ranks ose to over §0T  Converseiy. the grade performance of the girls dropped
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S I tiﬂ&t’.‘ lntﬁlﬁs LAty ﬂiﬂ?ﬂrt with tm.ﬂ’ -
im-guts.‘ ’iﬂth“m}ar& to the ctmcge plans of these youngsters. controlding for the lovel - .
' nf ?tmta! rappart teaves the orfiginal sex d!fferences gasically undistm bed.

Awsl Q tonyoon Studeats One Yoar After Gradustion -

In order o assess the restdential, marfial and educatfonal statuses of Ontonagan
iy 3chool students ons yesr after graduation, » Follow-up survey was sade In the late
spring of 1975 of 211 208 members of the 1974 graduating class. My prisary interest here
A3 the questic of who actusliy went to coflege of those who had expressed high cellege
’spintims at the time of graduation from h19h school.

! The follow-up data show that while 781 of the boys who had expressed coliege plans
ft‘lld in fact 90 to college, only 622 of the girls realized thelr educatinnal plans during
| the following year {Table 7}. Among thase who had not plaaned on further educatlon, only
‘a negi §9ible proportion had rearranged their carecr gosls in such & way as to 9o on tn
college.

That girds tend to nave higher aspirations than they are able to .splement, suggests
several things about the nature of the college decision-making process for women. Ihe pos-
-sibility that & class blas extsts in the meaning and impo tance of a college educatlinns or
‘perhaps fn a differentfal awsreness of Lhe availability o Famlly resources for callear
e was taken into account. The social class faclor is of 2 Vittle empirical import, however.
"in explatning the “over-aspiration* of these ¢irls.

Probing further tnto the stiucture of relationships within the home, It seems that the
pareatal rapPort fictor plays an fwportant part in isclating thase girls who were the Jeast
syccessful tn fulf§)Viny helr aducational aspirations. Of the 0irls who lack the deneral
supoort structure within the famfly, less than 3 nalf were uble to actmalize thelr earller
‘plans for college., Yhwus, it {s sufficlentiy clear tist a young girl’s Famtly willeu 15 an
isportant Ql;unt in the formutation of college plans, and in groviding her with the appro-

:prhte mesns {economic and Psychological} by whith to carry thase plans out.
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gradoes attained fn school). Mevertheless, one’s persomal essessment of Ris or her o,
acedemic capabilities i not slwlys entirely obvicus, in many Instances of course ft i)
- among the academtc elite (coliege-prep track) on the one hand, and awong those pus.
suing 2 wore vocationally oriented program (vocationa) track) on the other. A rehtite
broad range exists across the middle of these extremes, compr tsed of more or less -ar-
ginal™ students whose achieved statuses 2re not so clearly defined.
111 I‘s my conjecture that girls, more often than boys, find themselves occupying

- -
et g ;‘*-*‘f*‘f“‘?“:‘%‘%ﬁ%

thls middle-range position, the vocational track &s not generally an option open to
girls and the norms which define the appropriate role of the female student do aot cleaa‘ﬁi
pave the way Lo college. Indeed, as Coleman {1961} points out, thers are soclal pmsur;s
on high school girts to do well in school, but pat “too”™ well s0 as t3 be labelled &

L

eyl

*brain®. These opposing forces have 8 sandwiching effect on thelr school performance.
thus rednforcing their warginal status. To bring ehis discussion to fuld circle, | hypah :

e

thesize that among stedents Planning to attend cotlege, those who make the least auuratq
.
assesswents of thelr own position In terms of necessery acedealc qualtiftcations for el it

status are girds. in gen2ral. and studenis with relatively low grades, in particular. .;'
vhe third control varfable in Table 7 is grade performance and the resultant percentage ,,',I
differences are as expected. the greater comurrance between educationat plans and

attainment #5 among hoys and especially those achleving high grades in <chool.

SIMHARY AND CONCLUDING COPMENTS '

Yhe preceeding snalyses provide sowe additfonal Insight as to the form by which tra-
ditional, and now tapidly Lhanginy sex differences in scholastic echievement and edut.atio;il.'
asbition are woven Into the home Jives of rural youths from selected reglons In Horway “.!
the tnlted States. Among younysters In the Horwegian as well as in the Kentaxiy/West

¥irginia study pepulstiuny buth seciveconomic Status and gemersl parentsl interest exert &

RIC



Aot fon are aou disparate’st the Tower Ss Tovel and among those wiho perceive the strongest:
wt from thelr parents. These findings suggest that norNS and vatues yelating to
‘t;ﬁ.i:lt!on aed achievement are In a large measure Entegral to the familial context and that
the generalt valus patterns by which and toward which youndsters gpe socialized {p the howe
re quite different for boys and girls, especlally whee femlly (lass background and level
,tef parental suppart are taken into account.

: In constdering these differences, of courses 1t 1s necessary $o take into zccount the
_'f‘nature of the occupational structure 10 these rural reglons and the ceniPresent noras ahout

Amarriage and (onJugdl role segregation of *bresd winner® and “housewife®. A{l ef these

- situstional and normitive circomstances ¢mbine te define the viable altervatives for boys
:md girls regerding the pursuit of 3 prefessionnl career.

Thus the paradox follows. Pressures to go to colleges to get ahead, and to hecome
_Stweane of impartance have been traditionzlly directed ioward boys ralber than girls.

Young men, of Course, have alwa¥s deen oblis2¢ to make a 1ving for themseives and, after
marriage. for thelr wives and children. females, on the other hand. have traditionally been F
oriented toward the marrilage-housewife option. Conversel¥, the wale-oriented 9ccupationsl
structure characteristic of the rural sectors aspeclals¥ in rather remote rural aress such
as Ontonagon Count¥. discourages young women rom Secking and/or finding ltocal employment,
even 1F 1t is only unti) such time a5 they enter Into marriage. Consequently. ghris, 1§
asbitious, smst 100k ¢lsewhre for employment, migedting to a nearhy town or city (Sinwn
1975) or going on to cnllede.

_ Such 15 the case in Dotonagon Counly. The tradition:] sex differences amd paiterrs

. of {nfluence that we observed 10 1957758 had been radlcaliy altered by 1968, a time of
generat vpheaval In sany major institutional Spheves In Amer ican soulety. Ihrough the
1960's and continuing yet. the “career-woran” role has galoed wider dcceptame. femals
labor force ParticiPation rates have 2150 exhibited rapid Trowih. and the sverage age at

sarrisge amoag American women has undergone a steady t {se for more than a decade, (Bla%e
1974} A1l of these soiletsl 1rands esscerbate the young ¢lel’sy predicement {n the rurak
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viopat Tareer tines and estecmnd Job posltluns are Closed o tikm.  Thuse etthough glr;;
“fn tun‘f M.cnagun County's Sraduating c]esses express rather strong Modern) career

"' “aspirations, the Tocal settdng offers thew very little in terws of way. and maans to

achiave those aspirattons within the local context,

But many of these giris do 0o on to college in response to or in preparation for
society's new supectation'si in fact. they are wyre Fliely to do so than Goys, and the
differmce 30pears to be widealng, On the pational level, {-czm. there Is gocd reason to
betieve that girls ace surPassing boys In college amhition. Pertugs 2 new trepd is
in the saking. Perhaps giris Wit} dominate future educated/professional elftes. Surely
wt can expect that the proportion of womeq moving into the profession2t ranks will grow
at a disproportionate rate for some years to come.

Yet provision for the famliy's welfare has traditionally been, and continues to be,
& respsibiiity of the husbapd. If the notwmative constraints reinforcing ghic tradltlou‘_
do not loosens then the movesment of the new apd highly educated cohorts of wowex into com-
petition for scarce advanced positions may “eopardize the acQuisttion of these jobs for
hushands ‘(mate dreadainners) sod consequently the well-baing of the families they are
expected to support.

Horeover, one pust consider furvner Problems associated with the well established

warftal pattern in which men and women tend Lo warry those with Fevels of education mire 1

or less similar to thefr own.  In a soclaty whers higher occupational statuses are £1lled

exclusively by men, the pepafits derived from these pasitfons are disbursed over as myoy .

famil jes as there are such positions, On the otder hand, in a soclety where the higher

echelons of the occupational structure are comprised equally of meq und.women whe inevi-

tably tend to marry one another. the distribution of professional-senagerial workers wilt
be concentrated in & relatively small percentage of the families. Class/caste boundaries
pay become sharper.
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ml‘giag p:‘-’hﬂl of education} wbﬂity chnuot be pursued further here, 1 am mpefn!
m: the few comoent's whiich bave been made witl suffice to sound a word of caution s to

ﬂ! Ilnds of pwhlus we sust be prepared Lo dea) with in the future §f this pattern
pmlsts‘ And furthersore. in closing, Tet us be especlally sensitive not th overlook
1n ur quest for Individual rights and freedows, the long standing tsportance end
ﬂ:nctlon of the family unit #n our saciety.
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United States cemsus flgures show that the percentade of male and female students.
enrolled in degree.credit programs tn Mmeritan cotlegas and untversities has been
converging over the past few decades. T

T Male and Female of alt Students Enrotted in Amertcan Colleges and Univer-
sittes in the Years 1950, 1960, 1970 and 1973,

1950 1360 1970 1913 :
Hale 66 &4 59 56
Femile 3 % 0 " |
Totzl 1002 1002 100t 1008 .

Soarce: Sr'.gtlsilr.al Abstract of the United States 3974, 0.5, Department
a rce, Sureau of the us, 1abie Ho. 219, p. 133,
Schea zweller and Lyson {3976) show that girls, especlably those from tower clans

backgrounds, from rurat areas in Horway, Gersuny and the 11.5. are far pore 1kely
to go Into teaching than into any other profession.

See for eximpte: Colesan 128E, p. 252, Plerce 1961; Ponzo 19569, Peck 1971
Boocock 1972, Chapter 5.

L

Some examples at varlous polnts in tiae and over a3 range of poputatlons ave, fKahl
3953, Rosen 1956; Bordus 1960, Stepson 1968, Milltams 1972, Kerckhoff 1974, and
Shaplra and Yuchtman 1975.

Varlous measures of aducation-specifilc parental Influence are. parental stress
{Bordua 1960}, parentsl encour-?emnt {rah? 1953, MDII} and Colewan 1965, Rehbarg
and Hesthy 1567, Sewelt et 2l. » 1969, Jacobsen 97}, ?arental asplrations
(PeartIn 1967, Durcan ct al. 1968, Kandel and Lesser 1969, ¥972), #nd parental
expectations (i) fams 1972).

in ord2r O expand the number of cases in the first cohort, the graduating senlors
of the 1957 and the 1958 classes were combined. Only those senlors 'n 1958 who hed
becn studled as Junlors the year before were inciuded. In other words, alt students
u::;r Ir3 Ontonagon county school district during the year were i included In the
study. ‘s

A parallel znalysis was conducted employlng & measure of father ‘s sducstion lewel,
the results of this analysis show 11ttle variation from the results of the analysis
prosented In thl. paper uslng socloeconosic status (weasured by the Dumtan scale) as
ah iadhant of a youngster®s soclal class background. Among boys as well #5 giris,
SES and father's educatlon level prove to be very highty correlated,

20



Bést ¥irginli the Influence of SIS on youngster's cducatioral Plans snd grades in
ict::uul differs very Tittle from the gffect of ‘.'athgg&': rapual -novsanve” occupations]
o s sl

9. The sprcific ftews are &5 follows: a) Tt §5 hard for me to feel Measant &t home,
b) My pirents try Lo understand my proplems and worrles. c} As far 35 sy ideas gre
concernad wy parents and 1 tive in two different werlids. d} There 15 roal laye &nd
sffection for me st home. e} My parents criticize we too evch. ) Nv friends have
happier homes than J do. g) Too often wy parents compare me imfuvorahly wih other
chlldr':n. h) As 1 have known 1t, family 1ire Is bappy. 1) ¥y Darents exiRCt too
wmch of me.

The Possfbitity that these 1temreftect two or more dimensions was taken Into com-
sideration. A systematic anagxls of the nine Item Intercorrelotion mateix &s woll
a5 » factor analysis (Singh 1975, p. 37), and 2 stzadard ftew dealdysis. suggests
that th: set of jtems. for the most part are derived from a simtlar oniverse of
contest and represent 3 unidimensional atirfbute space. Thus one item {“As far a$
my {deas are concervad my parents ond I Hye In twe different worlds®*) has heen
selected out and used En the present analyses, which at face validity seems most

e s with the s.pport mechanism suggested here by the notlon of *parent-child
rapport.

10. One assu?tlon of this paper {s that sex differences §5 academic performance are
normatively pather than genetically prescribed. This 5 an arguoent that sust be
circumvented here, tet 1t syt fice 10 38Y. however, that no contlus bya evidence exist
one way of _.other 35 to the fnpate intellectuai su. eriority of girls or houys.

1. In essence [ zm 5u09¢sting that the “domirant value” theory % more approprtate In
the doys® case, while higher and 1gwer class giris are soclelized to Subculturaliy
distinct vhiue structures. For & more complete discussion of the subcusture and
dominant yalue thee. jes tn the structuring of abitton, ses Van Zeyl (1974, Cha,tes

12. A recent current poPulktion survey reported that the pruportion of female hrgh schoo
saniors tn the 4.5. Planning on college has now reached 8 level worPAssing that of

boys.
% Planning College
1972 1973 197
Bays 46.1 43.5 0.9
girls 4.3 2.3 46.2

Source. Collen: Piens of High School, Senfors. October 19/4. U.5. Suresu of

Census. Current POPufation Reports Series P-20, Ko 284 (Septembor
19753: " Table A.
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2 ranking In upper halt % planatng further
of s::gol clm g&ntﬁn
Boys girls Boys girls
united States 39 sl 2 39
o= {3123} (1138} (ti6t)* {3152)
Hovway 1] §6 35 2
) (671) (686} (655)* (703}

*Tha N veperted here reprasent the tota) mmber of cases In the study populations.
Differences between these flgures and those reported elsewhere reflect the ramber
of cases for which specified information 4s missing.

TABLE 1. Perceot rankipg in upper half of school class, and percent pianning
further education, by soctoeconomic status: Rorweglan and Aoericaw ruzal
study poplations Ssopared,

% ranking in upper half % planning further
of school ¢lass education
Boys Girls Boys Girls
t 7%

O 3] 62 27 2
(n=) (5858} {602} {604) {610}

tHgh SES 49 N )] 59
(8=} (521) (s (538) {535)

K

orua".“ SES 14 47 n L
(He) (352) (398} (352) (396}

Nigh SES 6) ” £l 52
(%] (292} {2s6) (301} (269)
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LY P ruﬂag {n upper hall' L ¢ planning further

of school class sducation
Boys ghls Boys Girls
ted States
o 33 57 N k?}
(k=) (5s5) (486) (sa7) (t98)
High PPY 45 &5 51 9
=) (567) {650) (573) (654)
Norwa:
o PPI 49 53 29 25
(=) (ng) {170} (420) {396)
Pigh ¥PI 55 60 4 32
e} (232) (299) {236) {301)

TMAE 4, Percent ranknn? in upper balf of school class, and percent planaing
further education: three cohorts of rural chhigan {Ontonagon Ceunty) high
school senlors comparad.

% ranking in upper half 1 planning further
of school class eduCation
Boys Girls Boys Girls
957758 k11 &5 k} 29
(=) {124} (130) {124) {130)
196k »? o4 48 52
iMe) {s0) {102} (o0} {103}
JERL) 42 58 12 50
{K+) {100} (o1} {100) {101)

s - m s e o e we ma—




{ rasking fn uppar BN % pltantng further
* o/ o :ducat?gn

of schaol class
Poys Girls Boys 8irls

2 51;‘ iS5 ki LX) 2 U

tgh SES 38 71 a8 2
e Low $£5 27 10 45 S0

High SES 8 57 50 55
ls74

Low SES kH €0 18 2

#ioh SE5 49 57 45 6

TABLE 6. Percent ranking in upper half of school class, and percest planning
further education, hyqﬁamtal rapport: ihree cohorts of yural Kichigan
{Ontonsgon County) high schodl senjors comparsd,

4 ::n:::‘go:ncg:z:r halr 4 m:!‘\g“ful.'ther
Bays, glrls Boys grls
1957/58
“"Tow Rapport k3 56 35 2
High Rapport 3% 68 8 W
lgjf_“ Rapport k)| 61 55 -
High Repport 33 67 u 55
181
Low Rapport 43 16 25 i
ttigh Rapport 1 69 38 55

R ]
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% actually having attended college
during period ome year after graduation

planned/aspi=ed to did mt plansaspire to
attend colfege attend college
Bays eirls Boys airis
tal Percent 18 62 3 4
%) {32} {50) {63) {50)
8y Sociotconumic
Status
O 76 ¢4 5 k|
(%=) (9) (22} f40) (30}
High SES 18 6l 0 5
(n=} {23) {28) (28) {20)
P tal
Rappert
ow Rapport 82 45 0 8
(N*) {n) (20 {35) {25)
High Ra t 76 73 6 e
(HE) per (2n) (30) {38) {2%)
By High School
Performance Record
oner 40 n i) 3 :
(M} {10) () {48) (29) 3
Upper WMt 96 n 10 5 i
l:fgr (22) {s) {20) (an ;
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nqu,u L. A description of the flve otudy populeficae: locotion, time of study
{in vertical fequence), and ruabdr of ctaas in each.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

T Al TG Y Wit ol g1

e

——
ot eyt



T ———— ET— TR A PR

REFEREHCES

F . ahater oudtth

) L4 *The changing status of wowen fin devefoped countries ™ Suientilic
A feericans {Septesber),

_ “'hococt. Sarane Spence

1972 fn Introduction to the _S_o}_tpipm_gf tearning  Buston, Iwugbbon Hif{lwm.

F - Sordoa, Devid J.
. 1960 “Educat jons]l dspirations and parertal stress onvollege.® Soudal Furtes 38

(March}: 262-269.

g Oy, Daniel €.

1976 “Parental rapport and the vhanying pattenns of educationdl sobitity among
high schocl senfors 10 3 ru=al county tn Hichigen ™ tnpublished mgsters
thesis, #ichigan State University. East tansing. MiLhigan

Colesan. J.A.
1551 The_Adolescent Soclety. New York™ free Press

Duncan, 0-D.. A.D. tlaller and A. Portes

- 1568 “Peer Infivences on 8spirations. & reinleciretalion * Amrican Jourmal
: of Seclology 14 (Julv): 119-137,

Jacobsen. 8. Brooke

3

1971 *at exploratien of Parentsl emuurdgesent 3~ n sntefvenii vaf pable in gocp-
patinnal-cducations] Tesrning of whitdren ™ Jowinal uf Maariage and the
famlly 33: 174-182.

Kahl, Joteph A.

L 1953 *fducattonal and occupatinaal aspirab.uns o “Cigpen man’ boys T llarvaed
- fducatlonal Review 23- 186.203

Kzndel, Denise B. and Gerald S. tesser

969 *Parental and peer tnlivences on endialbunal plats uf sivlesients * hmeican

1972 Touth In Two Worlds, London* Jossey-Bass
Kerckhoff. alan C.

. 1974 Aubition ang Attaimment. A Study of Four Sespies of Amer vien Boys  The
Arnotd and Caroline ftose Hunograph >eries of tiv Ameriven Soctelngloal
Assoctation  Mashap9ion

Q
y ERIC 27
1
} -

[ —




- 1§-.uu¢..-.-..a..- O W e ey ) - - - N =T
A N 3 . - e

Y965 *Family and peer *aflyence on cold plass of high school student.s."'_éﬂ::. 1
™ oupor Hucetlon, 3¢ 206 » ™

Pearlim, teonard: Marion Yarrows and farey Scarr ,

1967 “Unintended affocis of parental aspirations. the _ase of chitdren's cheat~
fng.* American Soclologitel Revizw 73: ¥3-83, :

Peck, Robert F,

19N *A& ¢cross-national womparison of san 20d socioeconomic differences in aptits
and achicvement.” lexas University. Austin. Pressnted at the Annual Heetir
of the Aserican Educatlonal Research Asseclation In Mew York.
Pon1os Iamder
1969 “A study te determine relations In rote tdentily, scholastic dptitude, achic
) ments 4nd now- acecemlc factors emong male and fomels students.™ Final Repor
wizconsin University. Madison.
Rebbergs R.A. and A. Mestby
1967 “farentat encoursgement. occupation. and famlly size. aritfactual or jnde-
pendent determinants of adclescent educational enpectations.™ Soclel Force:
45 {March;: 362-3H,
Rosens Bermard C.

1956 “The achievement syndrome. a psychoculiaral dbemenslon of soclal stratifica-
tion.* Aeer]can Socilogical Review 21: 203-211.

Shapira. R. and L. Yuchtsan

1875 “fParental Influence on achieviment atl.tudes and performance of lsraeld
students,” internationat Journal of ‘eparative Sociology E6. 285-290.

Sctwarzweiler, larry K.

1976 “Scholastic per formance, sen ¢ifferentlelss and the structuring of education
?ddtlon'mﬂs rurd) youth tn three 5& e¢ties.” Rural Sotlology 41 {Susmer}
arthcoming.

Schwarzweller, Harry K. and Thomas A. Lyson

194 “Soctal cudss, parental jpderest and the educational plans of amerfcan and
Yorweglan rura) youth.* Sociolony of Education 47 (Fall): 4a3-a55.

1976 “Some plan to become teachers. driorwinants of csreer specifications smong
rural youth in Horwey, Germany a d the Uniled States.™ A paDer to be glvan
the 1976 Annual Meeting of the gural Soctologlcal Society In Hew York City.

Sewell, W05, and vimat £. Shoh

1956 “Spcial class. parental envourayement. and educatlons) espirations.” Americ
Joursal of Soclo‘ogy 73 (March): 559-572.

Q y. 8
ERIC 2

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



s L Sl -«-Nm it bt et n-hvua- . '

. -"lssé ’ 'lhe eduutlm‘l and asrly ocwmttml attainment process.® .um:; am
Socinlogical Review 3 (February): 82-92, . oslen

B stwpion, Rictard L.

1962 “parental Influence. antlicipatory s - Ia}lxatlm. and soc lal mobility.”
AMserican Soctolodical Revlew 2/ {Avgust): 517-522.

h
L Singh. Te} b,

1978 “Soclo-econombc status and discontent. an analysis of changes amang rural
high schwol youth.* East Lansing. Michlgan State University, Unpubdlished
Ph.D. dissertation.

k- ¥an leyl. Cornellis J.

' 1974  Mebltion and Social Structure Fducational Structure and Mobllity Orier*a-
tion in Uiz t rlands and iFs United States Lexlngton. Massachsetls:
[exlngton

{' Nilliams, Trevor H.

1972 *Educationsi aspirations. longitudinal evidence on their development I
Canadlan youth, Soclology of Education 45 (Spring): 107-133.

| 29

wre
X

 ERIC

.




